
Thanksgiving Day is a  

wonderful time for families and 

friends to gather around the 

dinner table and enjoy spending 

time together. The last thing 

anyone wants on such a day is 

an accident or injury to mar the 

celebration.  

According to the National Fire 

P r o t e c t i o n  A s so c i a t i o n 

(NFPA), during the time period 

of 2007-2011, 43% of reported 

home fires involved cooking 

equipment. The US Consumer 

Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC) found that during 2009-

2011, more than three times the 

daily average of cooking fire 

occurred on Thanksgiving Day. 

The kitchen is the heart of the 

home and even more so at 

Thanksgiving. With these  

statistics in mind, observing the 

following Thanksgiving Safety 

tips could help you and your 

family from becoming one of 

them: 

Stay in the kitchen while you 

are cooking on the stovetop so 

that you can keep an eye on 

your food. The CPSC reminds 

us to òStand by Your Pan.ó 

Stay in the home when cooking 

your turkey and check it  

frequently.  

Keep children away from the 

stove. It will be hot and they 

should remain at least 3 feet 

away. 

Make sure children stay away 

from hot foods and liquids . 

The steam or splash from  

vegetables, gravy, or coffee 

could cause serious burns.  

Keep the floor clear so you 

donõt trip over kids, toys,  

purses, or bags. 

Keep knives out of the reach of 

children. 

Be sure electric cords from an 

electric knife, coffee maker, 

plate warmer, or mixer are not 

dangling within easy reach of a 

child. 

Make sure your smoke alarms 

are working . Test them by 

pushing the test button. 

 

~ Emergency Management 

A M ESSAGE FROM  THE   

H OKE  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  

K EEP T HANKSGIVING  G ATHERINGS  SAFE  

The holidays and New Year are 

a special time of celebration, 

reflection and looking forward. 

The Commissioners would like 

to thank all the citizens of Hoke 

County for your efforts to  

improve our County. 

Hoke County Offices will be 

closed Thursday, November 26 

and Friday, November 27th for 

Thanksgiving; Wednesday, 

December 23rd through Friday, 

December 25th for Christmas; 

and Friday, January 1st for 

New Years Day. 

We wish your family all the 

love and blessings of the  

season, and we wish you the 

very best for the new year!  
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Hoke County Newsletter  

Welcome to the  

Hoke County Newsletter.  

Inside youôll find   

information of whatôs going 

on inside Hoke County.  

If you have any  

questions, comments, or 

concerns, please email  

Newsletter 

@hokecounty.org 



T ODAY  IS A  BEAUTIFUL  D AY  TO  BE G RATEFUL  
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òNo spring nor summerõs  

beauty hath such grace as I 

have seen in one Autumnal 

faceéó 

~John Donne, "Elegy IX: The 

Autumnal"  

This quote is beautiful in so 

many ways, but it reminds us 

that we sometimes face our 

òautumnó years with fear and 

trepidation. We shouldnõt. We 

should be grateful that we have 

arrived!  

We should celebrate, share and 

be joyful. 

Here at the senior center we 

find things every day to be 

grateful for. Thanksgiving is 

only ONE day, but we try to be 

thankful every day. On  

National Senior Citizens day 

we asked each senior what they 

were grateful for in having 

achieved the honor of  

becoming a senior. The  

following are examples: 

òI am grateful for God in my 

lifeó, òI am grateful for my 

healthó, òI am grateful to have 

this place to come to.ó òI am 

grateful for my familyó, òI am 

grateful for fellowshipó It was a 

huge consensus of people being 

grateful for what they cannot 

buy. All too often when we are 

young we gage success in life by 

the òthingsó we have. As you 

get older, you realize itõs not 

the things in life itõs the people, 

the love and the memories. 

At Hoke County Senior  

Services we are a family; a big, 

loud, crazy, argumentative, 

opinionated, loving caring, 

sharing family. We have fun, 

we laugh, we pray, we learn, 

but mostly we do it together. 

Companionship is what keeps 

us strong, the sense of love and 

family. Very much likeé. òI 

can say my brothersõ haircut is 

ugly, but you better NOT!ó 

Weõd like to ask that in this 

season, we all be grateful for 

whatever we have no matter 

how small or how large.  

Someone somewhere is  

suffering more than we are right 

now and for them we find in 

our hearts to say òToday is a 

beautiful day to be gratefuló 

Every single day. 

This fall we also took a trip to 

the Fruitcake Factory, Golden 

Corral,  celebrated the  

upcoming birth of our òofficial 

Senior Babyó Madalyn,  

enjoyed the Poultry Festival, 

December 11, 2015 at  Hoke 

County Senior Services located 

at 423 East Central Avenue 

Raeford, NC  28376. 

For more information contact 

Della Smith at 910-875-8588 or 

stop by: 

Hoke County Senior Services, 

423 East Central Avenue, 

Raeford, NC 28376 

 

 

Hoke County Senior Services is 

looking for angels to adopt a 

home bound senior this  

Christmas ! 

If you, your business, or church 

family would like to adopt a 

senior this Christmas we ask 

you to stop by the Hoke County 

Senior Services Christmas tree 

located at 423 East Central 

Avenue Raeford, NC and pull 

an ornament from the tree.  The 

ornament will have the gender 

and a number associated with 

the seniorõs name.  Please  

register with a Hoke County 

Senior Services staff member 

upon selecting the ornament. 

All gifts need to be wrapped 

and received by 5:00pm  

Sample of Items to purchase: 

 

Personal Care Items 

Body Wash 

Lotion  

Toothpaste 

Tooth brush 

Deodorant 

Blanket 

Word Puzzles 

Candy (Sugar Free) 

Hair Brushes 

Socks 

Hats 

Scarves 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

A DOPT  A  H OME  BOUND  SENIOR  FOR  CHRISTMAS !  

put on a successful Annual 

Yard Sale, had a ghoulishly 

good time at the Halloween 

party and are looking forward 

to our Thanksgiving Social.  

Our Sponsor a senior program 

is in full effect. Come by the 

center at:  423 East Central 

Ave, Raeford, NC to pick an 

ornament off of the Giving 

Tree.   

Please reach out to someone in 

need and make their holiday 

special. 

For more information contact 

Hoke County Senior Services at 

(910) 875-8588 
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Steeplechase as well as a new 

approximately nineteen lot 

subdivision along South Parker 

Church Road.   

As we have reported in the past 

Hoke County is still working in 

cooperation with the City of 

Raeford, Cumberland County, 

and the Cumberland County 

municipalities on a joint  

regional Hazard Mitigation 

Plan. Regions are dictated by 

FEMA and  t he  Sta te  

Emergency Management and 

plans are required to be  

renewed every five (5) years in 

order for local governments to 

be eligible for disaster relief 

The Fall has started on a  

promising note with several 

requests for development  

coming through the Planning 

Department. In addition to the 

Lumbee River EMC building 

currently under construction on 

Highway 401 the Planning 

Board recently recommended 

approval for a request to  

construct a shopping center 

along 401 beside the assisted 

living facility. This would  

create more jobs and tax  

revenue for Hoke County. 

There have also been several 

residential subdivision requests 

the department is currently 

processing. A new section of 

financing from FEMA in the 

event of a natural disaster.  

If you have any planning or 

zoning questions please feel free 

to come by the office or give us 

a call at (910) 875-8407. 

 

~Robert Farrell 

County Planner 

H OKE  COUNTY  PLANNING  D EPARTMENT  

I TõS T IME  TO  L IST  Y OUR  PROPERTY  

ALL persons who own or  

control business, farm, and any 

personal property subject to 

taxation in Hoke County or 

made improvements to real 

property, MUST LIST all such 

property and/or improvements 

for year 2016 between January 

4 and February 1, 2016. 

There is a 10% late list penalty 

for failing to list your property 

after January 31. Listings will 

be accepted as timely filed if 

received on February 1, 2016 

this year since the 31st is on 

Sunday. 

All Exemption or Exclusion 

applications are due no later 

than February 1, 2016 with the 

exception of the Elderly/

Disability exclusions.  This 

includes but is not limited to 

c h u r c h e s ,  n o n- p r o f i t  

organizations, educational  

facilities, builderõs exemption, 

etc. 

The Elderly/Disabled exclusion 

and the Veteran Disability  

exclusion applications will be 

accepted until June 1,2016.  

The income limit for the  

Elderly/Disabled exclusion for 

2016 is $29,500.   

Present use applications for 

agr icul ture,  forest ry or  

horticulture are also due no 

later than February 1, 2016. 

If you wish to appeal your real 

estate value for 2016, you must 

file the appeal before the Board 

of Equalization and Review 

adjourns.  Please call our office 

to make an appointment with 

one of our appraisers beginning 

in January, 2016.  If you  

disagree with the results of your 

informal hearing, you may  

appeal to the Board of  

Equalization and Review.  Date 

and time of these meetings will 

be published in The News  

Journal and also on our 

webpage. 

Motor Vehicle Valuation  

appeals must be filed within 30 

days of the due date printed on 

the notice to renew.  Licensed 

motor vehicles are valued at 

retail trade level for property 

tax purposes.  Classified motor 

vehicles are not valued at 

wholesale, blue book or private 

party asking prices.  Internet 

valuation lookup websites are 

typically the lower level of 

trade.  Value adjustments can 

be made if the owner can  

document high mileage,  

significant body damage,  

excessively worn interior or 

other types of damage.  

 P i c t u r e s  o f  v e h i c l e  

documenting the condition, 

repair estimates, or a copy of 

bill of sale from a dealer are 

considered in a valuation  

appeal.  All appeals on motor 

vehicles are handled by the tax 

office.  Licensed plate agency 

staff cannot change the value of 

motor vehicles.  

For more information, visit the 

Hoke County  Webs i te, 

w w w . h o k e c o u n t y . n e t . 

Choose Your Government ð 

Taxes ð Assessorõs Department.  

Tax Forms are available on the 

web.  

You may also visit our office at 

227 N Main St or reach us by 

phone at 910-875-8751. 

 

~ Jennie Gibson 

Assessor 
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Hoke Countyõs 

S u m m e r  

R e a d i n g  

P r o g r a m  

winners: Lillian Killibrew, SRLS & HCPL winner (above 

left) and YƘŀŘƛƧŀƘ IȅƳŀƴ  (below right) 

When we learn, we grow  

~~ display by Natalie Spencer 

Library Card Sign-Up Month prize winners Aaron Gessler 

(w/his mom Sabrina) &  Ann Marie Alexander winner of 

a gift certificate from Seven Lakes Screenprinting & Gifts.              

Rake in a Good Read 

~~ display by Nettie Adams 

The Friends go to the  

Roller Derby! 

é.and get a giant check!   


